TURNING THE FLANK.                        315

steadily approached Dalton from the north. Two days
later, to keep Johnston occupied, Thomas made a feigned
attack upon the Gap, driving the enemy's cavalry and
skirmishers through it. The day was very stormy, but the
troops rushed on in high spirits and with enthusiastic de-
termination. A division of Howard's troops under New-
ton actually surrounded the narrow ridge and carried a
part north of the Gap, but the crest was too strait for
them to make much process there. South of the Roost
some of Hooker's men also made a rush for the summit,
but found the enemy's.works too strong to take and hold.

The gallant McPherson had, meanwhile, reached Snake
Creep Gap, and surprised the Confederate cavalry brigade
that had been posted there. He marched practically with-
out opposition to within a mile of Resaca, but then found
that Johnston had defended that ~lace with fortifications
which he deemed too strong for direct assault; so, he fell
back to Snake Creek Gap and waited for reinforcements.

Next, Sherman directed Howard to remain on guard at
Buzzard's Roost with the Fourth Corps and Stoneman's
Cavalry, and sent forward Schofield and Thomas, with
Cox's, Hooker's, and Palmer's Corps, to aid McPherson.
Nearly the whole army was thus assembled on May I2th
before Resaca, so that Johnston, seeing his flank turned,,
that night abandoned Dalton and concentrated at Resaca.
Howard following close with his horse and foot, pressed
through Buzzard's Roost Gap, entered Dalton, and pursued
Johnston till he joined Sherman at Resaca.

Sherman now undertook to drive Johnston out of Re-
saca by attacking him in front with his main army, while a
detachment crossed over the Oostanaula and threatened,
his communications.    The latter movement was effected
by the way of Lay's Ferry and Calhoun.    Early in the his brave men,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